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What are the Facts?
You have heard about the 2% tax levy cap and we all want to control our taxes, but we need Local Control not State Mandates.
Setting the record straight:
We are controlling our local costs – 
So what is outside of our local control?  
· The 1982 legislated Triborough Amendment requires on average a 5% increase in salaries; 
· Ask your legislators to temporarily suspend Triborough to help control taxes
· New State Testing programs will cost districts 1% of your school budget; 
· Ask your legislators to temporarily suspend the new testing mandates
· Special Education in New York State has 204 required mandates which exceed the federal guidelines resulting in a 40% increase to school districts over the past 5 years;  
· Ask your legislators to limit suspend the additional 204 Federal Mandates
· Pension and Health Benefits expenses have increased 79.48% over the last two (2) years;  
· Ask your legislators to have the employee contribute more to assist in meeting these increases in our budgets
Suspend any new unfunded mandates such as:
· New requirements in teacher evaluation and standardized testing required for 2012-2013 will cost districts money to implement; 
Stop shifting costs from the NYS budget to the local school budget such as:
· Schools for the blind and deaf have historically been funded through a discrete State appropriation. The costs of these programs are shifting to the local districts.

We need your help to control costs.  Work with us – the answer is not to cut programs in our schools.  Cuts in schools will hurt our local communities and property values will further decline.  Keep local control and suspend the mandates placed on schools.  

