R.E.A.D.
January 6, 2006

Summary Notes

Review Cost of NYSED Assessments Grades 3–8

Hendrick Hudson and Haldane presented an estimate of the costs for administering the ELA and Math grade level testing.  It appears Hendrick Hudson will be almost $66,000 and Haldane about $15,000.

· Focus on both money and instructional

· Average cost to school district

· Translate percentage of school days dedicated to NYSED assessments (Regents were told 1%)

· Continuing costs of “data warehouse” work in submitting data.

Joan will collect additional information from Briarcliff and Croton.  The Hendrick Hudson public relations consultant will help with an article and approach Meryl Harris next week.  Superintendents can approach other local newspapers.  This piece should also tie in with our NYSSBA Resolutions to fund NCLB and approve alternate assessments.

Outreach to Other Districts

Marshall suggested we also develop a PowerPoint presentation about the NYSED assessments and R.E.A.D.  Marshall and John will do the R.E.A.D. portion and Joan will work on assessment data.

Westchester/Putnam Communication

Westchester/Putnam has asked for a meeting to share their concerns about our organization and ask us for additional information.  After discussion, the group agreed that volunteers, coordinated by Arlene, will meet on January 24, 2006 from 5:30–7 p.m. in Briarcliff.  We hope it is a productive meeting.  All attending should email Arlene.
Input from Judy Weiner

Joan gave a short report from her conversation with Judy Weiner, our lobbyist. (see attached)

Fran also spoke to Judy about resending voting records.  After discussion of the Governor’s State Address, led by Marshall, the group recommended individual meetings with Nick Spano (Briarcliff), Sandy Galef (Haldane), Vinnie Leibell (Croton) to set up forum to share our concerns regarding Governor’s proposals and our work. (See NYSASBO or NYSCOSS websites for details)
Spring Forum—Tom Rogers

John DiNatale reported that Tom Rogers or Bob Lowery, his assistant, is willing to come in the Spring.  Dates are difficult to book, possibly April 27, 2006.  We agreed to pursue Tom on a night in April.

Website

We considered David White’s proposal to establish a website.  David volunteered to create a website and we will share the costs and link from our site.

A few suggested website names for R.E.A.D.:

Nyread.org


Westputread.org


Read06.org


Readschools.org

Next Meeting:  February 3, 2006–7:30 a.m. in Briarcliff

Agenda:
Review of work of January



Structure of website



Feedback from Westchester/Pubnam
