Draft letter to

Hon. Harriet Cornell

Dr. Cliff Wood

Rockland Education Collaborative

11 New Hemstead Road, New City, NY 10956

Dear Chairwoman Cornell and Dr. Wood and all members of the Collaborative,

We are a group known as R.E.A.D., or Regional Educational Advocacy Districts. We are five public school districts in Putnam and Westchester Counties (Briarcliff, Croton, Garrison, Haldane, and Hendrik Hudson). Three years ago, we joined together to create a stronger voice for educational advocacy. The issues on which we have spoken out in a variety of forums include: alternative assessment and relief from the onslaught of standardized tests; early childhood education funding; predictable and stable state aid to education; and an end to unfunded state and federal education mandates. We drafted one of the resolutions adopted at the NYSBBA convention this fall on alternative assessment.

We are writing now to convey our enthusiastic endorsement of the conclusions of the Rockland Education Collaborative as laid out in your report: Making the Case for Amending the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002. We commend the hard work, good thinking, and concern for children that went into the report, and we concur with your Recommendations for Legislative Amendments to No Child Left Behind. 

We are sharing your report with our school boards, communities, and legislators. We are honored to add our voice to yours, and we offer our support for your efforts to achieve meaningful changes in this legislation.

Please let us know if there are other actions we can take to support you in this national debate.

Sincerely yours,

{List Supts. And Board Presidents of each district}

[Put link to website]

