READ Minutes  -  February 3, 2006 Meeting

READ (Regional Educational Advocacy Districts) met on February 3, 2006 at the Briarcliff District Office Conference Room at 7:30 a.m.  READ members welcomed Peter Mustich, Superintendent, and Board member Evan Heller from Rye Neck.  They attended the meeting to obtain information about our READ’s work and process and to share that information with the Sound Shore Consortium currently meeting in the southern end of the county.
The following items were discussed:
1.  David White reviewed the READ website that he has created.  We discussed links and e-mail files.  Each district will send to David any files that are suggested to be linked to the website.   We also discussed a domain name and looked at the possibility of READ Educational Advocacy.  David will come up with a domain name that will work for us.  Thank you, David, for your hard work on the website.  
2.  We discussed visiting legislators, and agreed that we would e-mail questions to be used in the structured standard interview with legislators and submit these questions to David White so these could be compiled.  Each district would use these questions in visits to legislators.  The following assignments were made for visits:  Vincent Leibell, Croton; Sandy Galef, Haldane; Nicholas Spano, Briarcliff; and Suzi Oppenheimer, Rye Neck.  We hope that each district will set up an appointment by the next meeting of the READ group, which is on March 10.
3.  Joan Thompson will supply additional resources such as e-mail addresses and model letters that could be used in communication with legislators and representatives.  

4.  Marshall Goldberg presented the PowerPoint he created for discussion.  The PowerPoint describes the work of READ and its mission.  Those present suggested some edits, and Joan agreed to send some slides on the assessment cost reports that were developed for each district.  David will add those slides to the PowerPoint.  The committee expressed their gratitude to Marshall for his efforts in creating this powerful presentation.  We agreed that the presentation could be shown at Board and PTA meetings and at a number of other venues.
5.  Fran Wills made some changes to the brochure to respond to the concerns expressed during the meeting with West/Put.  We also discussed using a softer orange paper for the brochure.  Dr. Rosen will bring copies of the draft brochure to the West/Put meeting on February 9.  
6.  John Di Natale provided dates for Tom Rogers’ presentation in the Briarcliff auditorium.  The dates that were offered were Tuesday, April 18 and Thursday, April 20.  It was agreed that the preferred date was April 20 and that we would get back to John DiNatale with our ability to use that April 20 date.  

Our next meeting will be held on Friday, March 10 in Haldane.
