READ Meeting
Garrison School Library
August 4, 2006
7:30 a.m.
Present:  
Kathy Brechner, Croton

Dan McCann, Hendrick Hudson




Marjorie Castro, Croton

Diana Swinburne, Garrison


Gloria Colucci, Garrison

Bruce Toll, Hendrick Hudson


Marshall Goldberg, Croton

Fran Wills, Briarcliff
I.  NYSSBA Resolutions and Convention Planning
NYSSBA Accepted:  Pilot Programs for Alternative Assessment
    
 Fran Wills reported that Briarcliff’s resolution supporting the creation of pilot alternative assessment programs for districts whose performance exceeded state standards for 2 consecutive years or more had been recommended by NYSSBA’s Resolutions Committee.  Fran indicated this resolution represents a return to a sense of community and local school control beyond basic standards at both the elementary and secondary level.  She also shared Briarcliff’s current initiative to explore the development of a local program/diploma similar to the International Baccalaureate.

    
 A discussion followed regarding ways to gain awareness and support of the alternative assessment resolution.  Marshall Goldberg will present it at the next meeting of Westchester Putnam School Boards Association.  There was also a discussion of Westchester Putnam’s perception of READ, the need for sensitivity to their concerns and to make them aware that READ will be visible organization at the convention.
     
Dan McCann suggested consideration of  a middle ground regarding alternative assessments: e.g. to address the testing requirements for ESL/ELL students; the fact that there is no true acknowledgement of A.P. tests; and since tests at grades 4 & 8 provide sufficient indicators of achievement, testing at all grades (3-8) is redundant.

    
 Fran also presented related concerns regarding nySTART, the new statewide database for reporting test scores and achievement.  A recent meeting about this mandated reporting process revealed that there has been little consideration given to the student privacy issues, the implications of who is given access and the fact that districts are experiencing the need for additional tech support.  The group discussed the overriding concern that discussions of school boards and administrations are becoming more technical and data driven leaving little time for education initiatives.
     
In discussing mandates and returning to local control, Marjorie Castro also raised the future issue of requiring the label “drop out” for the students who take 5 years to graduate high school.  Some states have boycotted doing this even though they have huge amounts to lose.

NYSSBA Rejected:
     
Marjorie reported that NYSSBA had rejected both resolutions submitted by Croton.  The group decided to drop Expending Taxpayer Funds to Promote Budgets in order to focus on pursuing efforts to require a Report from SED on State Funding Allocations.  Marshall stressed that it is important for districts to know and understand how their funding is determined in order to better interpret for the following years.  
    
 Bruce Toll reported that Hen Hud’s resolution on Contingency Budgets was also rejected and recommended that it not be pursued.  The group agreed.
     
David White will be asked to post the resolutions on the READ website.

NYSSBA Convention Planning

    
For a visible presence at the convention, Marjorie recommended that READ Board members be encouraged to attend the convention, wear their READ buttons to identify the group, sit together when possible, show uniformity and take advantage of opportunities to distribute READ information.  
     
It was also decided that the READ Districts would get-together at one of the two convention breakfasts.  More information will follow at the September meeting.
II. Status of Legislation

     
The following topics were discussed:  

· The list of the Governor’s recent vetoes and whether a letter should be sent thanking him for his consideration of the impact these laws would have had on school districts.  It was decided a letter would not be necessary.
· Concern regarding Spitzer’s support of charter schools and perception that private is better than public education.     

· Meeting with local legislators to hear their perception of the issues, their involvement and positions on past and pending legislative issues and their understanding of the potential impact on the local school districts.  Judy Weiner will be asked to research and report the history of our local legislators’ votes on the various legislative issues. 
· READ’s need to be active and informed of pending legislation before it is reported by NYSSBA as being passed/vetoed, and how to acquire the information in time to take a position and lobby local legislators.  
III. Planning for the 2006-2007 School Year
READ will focus on the following 2006-2007  initiatives:
· Planning a READ presentation and report to be included on the agenda for the joint Board dinner scheduled to be held at the GE facility in Croton on  Friday, Nov. 10th ;
· Arranging a joint Board Meeting with our local legislators;

· Improving the communication of READ accomplishments and new initiatives to participating communities through district websites, newsletters and mailings;  and

· Being open to other initiatives that arise throughout the school year.

IV. Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 7:30 a.m. on Friday, September 8, 2006 at Haldane.
