REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY DISTRICTS
MONTHLY MEETING

FEBRUARY 8, 2007
Meeting held at  HALDANE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Present: Fran Wills, Charles Trainor (Briarcliff); Kathy Brechner (Croton); Gloria Colucci (Garrison); John Di Natale, Joe Curto (Haldane);  Dan McCann, Bruce Toll, David White (hen Hud)
1. DISCUSSION -- Gov. SPITZER”S BUDGET
There is a perception that school districts have received a windfall of additional aid as projected in the local newspapers when in fact some districts have actually lost aid.  The discussion led to the fact that this will be another difficult year for passing budgets. Question was raised: How do we educate the public on the realities of Spitzer’s proposal. (Several articles were distributed from the Journal News addressing the State Budget).
A discussion on unfunded mandates led to the conclusion that NCLB and State accountability does not help high performing districts.  While everyone agreed that more aid should be funneled to districts looking to address the achievement gap, READ felt that the mandates should be lifted in districts that have proven themselves so they can re-allocate resources toward innovation, professional development and educational programs.

How can we be heard as an advocacy group? What should our platform be?

2. LETTER TO LEG. HARRIET CORNELL
Kathy Brechner presented some revisions prepared by Marshall Goldberg.  Gloria Colucci will add them to the letter and send it off.
3. TOM ROGERS VISIT
Marjorie has confirmed our visit with Tom Rogers in Albany on March 13 at scheduled for 10:30am. NYSCOSS has allotted us a 10:30-1:30 time frame.  We will probably need to leave by 8am to get up to the NYSCOSS office in time.

The members discussed whether we would be able to get in to see Governor Spitzer.  
Gloria and John will be at the Lower Hudson on Friday and will talk to Sen. Soland to see if he can help with getting this set up.

The following representatives will be attending the visit with Tom Rogers:

Fran Wills and Charles Trainor  Briarcliff. Fran will be bringing someone else from her district to videotape the meeting.

Marjorie Castro, Kathy Brechner and Kathy Ryan (School Business rep) from Croton
Gloria Colucci and Anita Prentiss from Garrison

John Di Natale and Joe Curto from Haldane

Dan McCann and David Wilson from Hendrick Hudson

In addition, Fran Wills will contact Chris Heath (BOCES Public Relations liaison) and  will join us and prepare a press release.

A number of questions were generated during the meeting:

· How do we motivate the public to get involved in understanding the local impact of taxes on public education?

· The Governor and the media have made a big splash on increased aid.  What is your (Tom Roger’s) take on this?

· One-size-fits-all mentality behind NCLB: will it help or hinder our chances of meeting the challenges of the global economy?

· If READ districts are not going to get additional aid in the future, shouldn’t we be allowed to have flexibility (as an offset) in the mandates in order to bring about innovation and continuous improvement? Is this an idea worth pursuing or are we wasting our time?

· If there were one change in NY public schools/education, what would it be? How can READ be part of that decision?

Additional questions were presented by Kath Brechner and are included for consideration:

1. Have other districts received less state aid dollars than expected? 

2. What issues dominate NYSCOSS’ agenda? Why?

3. Can you characterize in what direction public education is going? Examples?  Where should it be going?

4. Granted a single change in NY’s public education system, what would it be? How are you (and, perhaps, we) advocating for it?
5. How do we motivate the public to become active instead of passive? Through what frame is support best solicited? How does the public learn to see through the legislative and executive smokescreens to the larger issues?

6. What organizations can READ partner with?

7. How do board members express their concerns about lack of local control, unfunded mandates, etc. Without being seen as overly defensive or part of the problem’?

8. Funding public education has always faced conflicting influences —On the one hand, the needs of students to be educated to compete successfully in an increasingly “flat” world; on the other, the extraordinary burden of property taxes, As these conflicts increase, the balance grows more precarious. Do you see any signs of movement in either direction?

READ will review all the question and at the next meeting determine how we wish to script the questions and which districts will pick which questions to ask.
Kathy prepared folders with information regarding R.E.A.D. which can be used when we take our trip to Albany to disseminate information about the group. They will be reviewed to see if anything else should be added to these informational packets.
NEXT MEETING IS  March 5 AND WILL BE HELD AT HENDRICK HUDSON AT 4:30PM.  
Minutes taken by John Di Natale.
