BRIARCLIFF MANOR UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
45 Ingham Road

Briarcliff Manor, New York   10510

914-941-8880 ext. 303

BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association support the creation of pilot alternative assessment programs with districts whose performance has exceeded state standards for two consecutive years or more; such program to include cooperative, meaningful disaggregated assessment procedures devised in concert with the New York State Education Department.

RATIONALE
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 radically altered the educational landscape and mandated that states assess student progress on an annual basis.  Certainly, schools must demonstrate accountability for improvement of student achievement and learning.  While we agree that closing the achievement gap is a goal that needs to be addressed, the NCLB’s focus on “one-size fits all” testing does not achieve this goal.  For schools that have demonstrated that their students have performed well beyond the state AYP and achieve at higher than expected levels on the State Regents and other assessments, the current tests do not measure the full breadth of a rich learning experience.  These schools should be permitted to develop engaging, rigorous alternative assessments with substantive and authentic properties that will allow students to express a greater range of ability and accomplishment in each discipline.  By creating and piloting these assessments, Districts would provide experience and information that could serve to shape future assessment protocols and develop more meaningful approaches to improving the ways we measure what students know and are able to do. 
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Name of contact person available July 7, 2006 to address any questions/concerns of the Resolution Committee:
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