MINUTES

READ Meeting

November 14, 2006  -  4:30 pm

The following members were present: Kathy Brechner, Marshall Goldberg, Marjorie Castro (Croton); Gloria Colucci (Garrison), John DiNatale (Haldane), David White, Bruce Toll, Dan McCann (Hendrick Hudson), Charles Trainor, Frances Wills (Briarcliff Manor)

1. There was consensus that there should be a READ membership fee per District, perhaps a few hundred dollars in dues to expedite projects.

2. David presented a draft of a READ Charter to be used as a formal representation of the group mission and structure. The Charter will be made available to all interested Districts, specifically those attending the Joint Board Meeting at GE on November 10th. Representatives of Brewster and Mahopac expressed interest in this information. David will send the Charter to Tom Higgins for distribution. 

3. There was a discussion regarding how the READ organization should grow. There was a general feeling that there should be a central executive or governing Board that would meet occasionally, and that smaller geographically aligned groups would meet more regularly. Technology would be used to further communication across and within groups.

4. David White will e-mail the Assembly Committee on Education, questioning the date that the Public Hearing Notice on Education Policy was received by Districts.
5. Marshall Goldberg agreed to draft a statement to be presented as testimony from READ at the Public Hearing with the help of NYSCOSS.  

6. At the Joint Meeting, Tom Higgins agreed to set up a meeting for conversation with representatives from the Districts present to discuss further activities.

7. Kathy Brechner offered to call Lanning Taglieferro, editorial writer for the Journal News to do a story on the impact of the lateness of test results based on Marshall’s letter. The letter would also be sent to the editor for publication. Superintendents will be available to discuss this matter with Lanning as well.   
8. The next meeting of READ will be held on December 15 at 7:30 in Croton. More information on precise location will follow. The Agenda will include a follow-up of the activities described above. 
Respectfully submitted, Fran Wills

