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Budget Gaps and Tax Cap Facts

Qver the past three years...

e Asample of twenty-six (26} LHCSS districts have cut approximately $170 million in program and eliminated over 1400 staff, costing districts almost $10 million
in unemployment costs.

¢ These same districts lost over $300 million dollars in state and federal aid

It is projected that in order to meet the tax cap threshold, a sample of ## LHCSS districts have projected that they will have to reduce expenditures by $$5 for the 2012-

13 budget year.

The Costs of Unfunded Mandates

¢ There are over 150 unfunded mandates equivalent to almost 20% of a district’s budget.

e LHCSS school district budgets totaled $5.7 BILLION DOLLARS in 2011-12.
o 20% reduction in mandates would yield over $1 BILLION dollars in reduced costs.

o 10% reduction in mandates would yield $568 million dollars in reduced costs.

e A sample of six LHCSS Rockland school districts received less than $400,000 for four years of RTTT and APPR implementation. These same districts estimated
that such costs during this period would reach almost $10 million.

e 204 New York State mandates in special education exceed the federal IDEA law.
o Special education costs have risen by 40% in last 5 years in New York:

= |n Westchester County, the average cost of a general education student has risen from $10,495 to $13,800;

= |n Westchester County, the average cost of a special education student has risen from $27,955 to $40,000.

e  New York State special education costs have risen from 7 to 10 billion dollars per year during this same time period.



