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R.E.A.D.
March 5, 2007

Dear Governor Spitzer,

Two years ago, school board members and superintendents from Briarcliff Manor, Croton-Harmon, Haldane, Hendrick Hudson and Garrison school districts came together to consider issues of mutual concern, and to strategize solutions. As a result of that effort, a dedicated advocacy group was launched - conducting monthly meetings and ongoing discussion of issues including fair, transparent and sufficient funding, mandate reduction, local control, standardized testing/assessments, and more. That group, now known as the Regional Educational Advocacy Districts (READ), has collaborated extensively to achieve common principles and objectives, to quantify the costs of particular mandates, to identify and evaluate the records of legislators, and to weigh the balance between educational freedom and innovation, and the “one size fits all” approach required by the state, and federal, governments under penalty of funding losses. 

Year after year, school districts must satisfy new state and federal requirements that increase taxes and reduce local control. State and federal funding is unpredictable and unreliable, and mandate requirements erode both annual budgets and instruction. 

These standards and direction alter the educational process toward an analysis of statistics rather than whether students learn to think critically, commit to lifelong learning, or effectively communicate. 

Given the No Child Left Behind Act’s (NCLB) enormous impact on public education, the vote on its reauthorization, and potential amendments, is of great consequence. Current NCLB guidelines make it easy, though perhaps unjustified, to label successful schools as failing, laying the groundwork for publicly funded vouchers; long an Administration priority. The deliberate under funding of NCLB requirements helps to insure that goal.

We believe that there is much to be gained in a frank, intelligent conversation of these concerns. As representatives of your constituent school districts, we believe that it is crucial that the public clearly understand how these issues and others affect their local school budgets.  School board officials and superintendents from five Westchester and Putnam County schools will be together for this purpose in Albany on Tuesday, March 13.  These representatives of READ will be working with Mr. Thomas Rogers (Executive Director, NYSCOSS) at the Albany office, to produce a taped discussion of the importance of the public becoming knowledgeable about public school budgets.
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At the conclusion of this work, we would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or a representative of your office to share our ideas and concerns surrounding these educational issues at any time after 1:30pm on Tuesday, March 13th.

You or your office may contact Dr. Marjorie Castro, Superintendent, Croton-Harmon School District, at the phone number below.

We look forward to hearing from you shortly.

Sincerely,

Marshall Goldberg

President, Croton-Harmon Board of Education

Member, Regional Educational Advocacy Districts

Dr. Marjorie Castro

Superintendent, Croton-Harmon Union Free School District

10 Gerstein St.

Croton, NY  10520

(914) 271- 4793
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Contact Chair@READ1.org  or  
Briarcliff  Manor  Union Free School District 

45 Ingham Road,  Briarcliff  Manor, NY 10510 


(914) 941-8880

Croton Harmon Union Free School District  

10 Gerstein Street, Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520 


(914) 271-4793

Garrison Union Free School District


1100 Route 9D, Garrison,  NY 10524



(845) 424-3689

Haldane Central School District


15 Craigside Drive, Cold Spring, NY 1051



(845) 265-9254

Hendrick Hudson Central School District


61 Trolley Road, Montrose, NY 10548



(914) 736-5200


