Albany must end foolish mandates that force local governments to spend taxpayers' money needlessly
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Gov. Cuomo rightly says a property tax cap is the only sure way to contain out-of-control levies on homeowners and businesses of upstate and Long Island.

But this long-overdue discipline will backfire unless it goes hand in hand with another crucial reform: mandate relief.

Albany must stop the noodgy micromanagement of local governments. The potential savings are huge - both from big-ticket mandates, such as overly generous pensions and from dozens and dozens of nickel-and-dime rules and regulations.

Seven school districts toted up the cost of 91 smaller-scale mandates - everything from special-education litigation to fire extinguisher inspections. They found that these diktats chewed up at least 18% of their budgets, almost one dollar of every five. Extrapolated statewide, that translates to about $6 billion - much of it waste.[image: image1.png]



The state, for example, requires school districts to grant employees four hours of paid leave every year to be screened for breast and prostate cancer. It also orders districts to conduct fraud risk assessments by outside auditors each and every year.

Established in response to a single notorious embezzlement case in Roslyn, L.I., the process sets back Westchester's Croton-Harmon district about $20,000 annually. Repeat that across more than 700 districts and in a year or two taxpayers are on the hook for far more than was ever stolen.

Meanwhile, many districts have interpreted the state's school bus rules in such a way that they wind up operating the vehicles half-empty much of the time. Whether this particular mandate is real or imaginary, it results in colossal waste.

There are nitpicky requirements to measure students' body mass index, to distribute printed budget reports by mail instead of the Internet and to bus private-school kids back and forth to any institution within 15 miles of their home district.

Each mandate grew out of some Albany legislator's knee-jerk impulse to right every wrong and control every outcome. Never mind that the so-called fixes rarely work as intended, often make things worse and invariably cost a bundle.

New Yorkers can't afford this insanity anymore.

